
                        Case Study – Ho-Yin Wong 

As a visual artist, having been at Skimstone for almost two years now, I have progressed from just 

attending sessions, creating artwork for exhibitions, to becoming a member of the Leadership team, 

to an Assistant Project Manager for the Reaching Out Project. I assist Peter, Skimstone’s Lead 

Musician and associate artists to work with residents at Byker, Newcastle, where I document the 

session and help with the creative process. Be it by offering ideas to stimulate artistic thinking or 

participate in the activity alongside the residents, teaching them techniques such as photo and film 

editing.

Ho-Yin exhibits his own collection of photos at Void/Evolve Exhibition and gig.



Ho-Yin supports residents to use Photoshop as part of his Assistant Project Manager role



Being in the Skimstone leadership team and an Assistant Project Manager as exposed me to work in 

a professional environment, which I had not experienced since work experience placement in high 

school. My team working and organisational skills have improved, and I have gained a deep insight 

into the behind the scenes of making a project come to life and the challenged and rewards It can 

present.

As mentioned, I started Skimstone as a visual artist and it is still my main art form. But having been 

inspired by Skimstone’s band Reality Boots, I have taken up learning the guitar from Peter. To be 

honest, at first, I was quite nervous as to whether I can do well or if I have any sense of musicality. 

However, once I started playing, I found it to be a lot of fun despite finding it difficult. I have also 

received a lot of encouragement from Peter and my peers who are also learning the guitar. As a 

result, I found myself learning a new set of skills and gaining more confidence because I can learn an 

instrument at the age of 25 and see progress! 



Ho-Yin now enjoys regular Zoom guitar tutorials

Apart from gaining confidence from my role as an Assistant Project Manager and music making, I 

have gained a lot of friends from coming to Skimstone. These are friends with like minded interests 

who I can relate to and are very supportive along my artistic journey. Prior to Skimstone, my social 

life was very limited as I did not have much friends who shared common interests along with the fact

that for the most part, I enjoyed being alone. However, now that I have met new friends who share 

the same passions as I have, I am more willing to socialise with people, even outside of sessions. 

Because of this, I am also part of a buddy system in which we have in place in Skimstone. I, alongside

with other members of the leadership team will keep in contact and support other artists who come 

to Skimstone and support them on their artistic journey but most importantly, to be there for them 

if they are struggling. Being more interactive with people and meeting friends has also helped me a 

lot to deal with over coming a fear of interacting with a room of strangers, which I have always 

found to be a challenge.  



Ho-Yin remains in regular contact with fellow YAC members and leads on the buddy system for new 

members to keep them connected.

“Ho-Yin has become such a valuable, supportive and committed artists/musician/ Assistant Project 

Manager to Skimstone Arts which has led to him becoming  a paid member of freelance staff, due to 

his skills and positive personality and we have learned a great deal from him. We look forward to 

seeing him continue to grow and experience further opportunities.” 

Claire Webster Saaremets – Artistic Director of Skimstone Arts. 
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